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The purpose of this paper is to discuss how an academic institution may benefit by creating an
interdisciplinary curriculum and why it is helpful for students. It will discuss about the
Interdisciplinary minor created within the existing Social Science Division curriculum in a four
year college. This interdisciplinary minor includes curricula that offer a fundamental
understanding from a social science perspective about the nature of natural hazards and disasters
in the coastal zone, social aspects of catastrophes/disasters, and organizational issues inherent in
disaster preparedness, planning and response. The focus of the interdisciplinary minor program is
to strengthen the student’s careers in public safety, emergency managements, community and
research planning, and public policy making. Furthermore, the program allowed participating
faculty members to engage in cross- disciplinary research and academic programs to prepare
students to meet the workforce demand for emergency preparedness agencies, organizations, and
also for advanced study in the field.



