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Synopsis:

This presentation compares and contrasts the American authors Mark Twain and Ambrose
Bierce.



American Authors in the Civil War: Twain and Bierce

My essay contrasts the experiences of two major Averican writers in the Civil
War: Mark Twain, who deserted from the Confederate army a couple of weeks after the
war began, and Arbrose Bierce, who enlisted into the Union army days after the firing
on Fort Sumter and then served heroically for nearly its entire duration. Although my
approach is primarily biographical, I do sare analysis of their literary works to show
how their very different experiences were later reflected in their writing. Interestingly
enough, for exanple, both men had strong opinions about Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, though
they reached different conclusions: Twain, the Rebel, thought Grant deserved his post-
war laurels but Bierce, the Yankee, believed Grant to have unfairly taken credit from

oders.



